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________________________________________________________________ 

Q: I would like to have the ppt version instead of the pdf 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: send an e-mail to me and I can get you that: byrongro@us.ibm.com-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: My screen is blank, is Mark sharing? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Yes he is.  You may need to log out and back in again.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Is Mark B sharing his screen. ? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Yes he is. You may need to log out and log back in again.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: So is this a replacement for CG and is just obfuscating the CG construct under the covers? 

Priority: N/A- 

 

 A: So, technically NOT a replacement for a CG.  However, the system automatically takes care of 

the CG in this case.- 

 - 

 A: What Byron said...however from a customer perspective it replaces the need to create a cg 

for a set of volumes.  You manage the Volume Group not a cg. -  



________________________________________________________________ 

Q: So more of a consolidation of the tasks 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Correct.  The system is taking care of all the hard work for you.- 

 - 

 A: Would say....not just the tasks...but the need to "manage" any of the details.  Simplifies it to 

the customer just having to know that they have a point in time copy (a snapshot) of the data at a given 

time.  They don't need to know the details of the copy.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: The use cases of snapshot? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Yes, this is Volume Group Snapshots.  So snapshot only.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: I am assuming if the Volumes are being used by a Database then the database needs to be down then 

take a snapshot copy for the volume to be useable, is that correct? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: For an application consistent snapshot, yes.  For crash consistent, no.  I know a lot of 

organizations that do crash consistent copies on their DBs-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: This seems like a pretty basic capability.  This wasn't available until now? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: It was a lot harder.  If you want a comparison of the 2 methods, you can look at my video: 

https://mediacenter.ibm.com/media/Comparison+of+FlashCopy+%26+Voume+Group+Snapshots/1_3u6

usevx-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Are incremental FlashCopies still supported. 

Priority: N/A- 



 - 

 A: Yes, normal FC is still there and you can use it.  Incrementals are not available with this 

method (yet).- 

 - 

 A: To add to what Byron stated.  You can create a lot more "Snapshots" than you can Flashes.  

So the idea would be to create snapshots and then have those expire after x amount of time.  So you can 

replace your incremental flashes with a rolling set of snapshots...but keep a limited number of snapshots 

at a time if space is limited.  But each snap is separate and won't incrementally apply.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: If you do a "suspend" on the database, you don't have to take the database down. 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Correct, which is how you would do an application consistent snapshot.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Is this new Volume Group Snapshot replacing the older CG / Snapshot method? Or will both remain, if 

so other than long term support for existing scripts why maintain both? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Both will remain, however on a particular volume, you will do 1 OR the other, not both long 

term simultaneously.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: then just do a "resume" on the database after the snapshot completes 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Mark showed a demo online of expanding a volume in the VG- 

 - 

 A: might have to deal with the target if it does not auto expand-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: so when do i use VG over CG? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 



 A: If you are using normal FC, you use a CG.  If you are using Volume Group snapshots you use a 

VG. - 

 - 

 A: Normal FC is still available long term and the 5015 and 5035 are not capable of VG 

Snapshots.- 

 - 

 A: Snapshots allow for far more point in time copies than the existing CG.  So if you want to keep 

more "copies" you can move to Snapshots and the hw can handle this better.  -  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: I assume the snapshots are used when needed to restore back to the target... But if we don't see 

them, how do we know which one to restore.? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: You have a list of snapshots, and you pick one.  In the new methodology you have to create a 

Thin/Thick clone to mount to a server.  The snapshots are not accessible directly.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: yet? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Things change and grow and expand over time.....l-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: In an environment where our Flashsystem products are fully allocated behind an SVC, will this feature 

be usable on the SVC itself? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Yes, you would use Volume Group Snapshots on the SVC.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: So the copy is not visible on GUI if I need to use the copy I need to go to the CLI, where is the real 

advantage of using this process except for ease of making a copy? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 



 A: If you need to use the copy, you make a thick/thin clone from the GUI.  Mark will show that a 

little later.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: may a source volume belong to more that one VG?  

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: No.  A volume is only allowed on 1 volume group.- 

 - 

 A: You can have up to 1024 volume groups-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: What happens to a volume in an existing Replicatio ( GM or MM ) can you still use that tas well 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Yes you can.  Not a problem- 

 

 A: Watch this space....some things will be changing here soon.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Do you have to wait for the clone to complete before it's usable? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: No.  It is usable immediately.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: the volumes can be expanded online 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: I believe the answer to that is yes, but you may have to do some work from the command 

line.  We'll ask Mark when he asks for questions.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: What about volumes that have FC Mappings for GMCV?  Does that preclude them from using Volume 

Group Snapshots? 



Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Currently, yes......But watch this space.  Changes are coming here shortly.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: This sound like it would be perfect for DR exercises 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: It would work well for that.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: are you able to stop a vg thin clone once started? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Yes.  You can delete it at any time.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: A VG Snapshot has to be in the same  Pool as the  parent, volumes,  meaning you cannot create a VG 

Snapshot in another pool that may have more free capacity for example.  Is that correct?   If the pool 

runs out of free capcacity during the FC, I assume it will fail or is there intelligance to check for available 

capacity before the VG FC kicks off? 

Priority: N/A- 

 

 A: So....You are correct.  You have to be in the parent pool or in a child pool of the parent pool.  

At this time if the parent or child runs out of capacity, both the target and source will go offline, as we 

prioritize the backup over staying online.  In the future, the client may get to choose what gets 

prioritized.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Can the volumes in thick cloned volume group be decoupled from the volume group so that they 

exist but the volume group no longer exists? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: yes. they become completely separate volumes so could be removed from the new volume 

group once the copy is complete. - 

 - 



 A: Sure, you can take the volumes of a thick clone out of the volume group.  They will be 

dependent on the source until the copy is done, and then the relationship will be deleted.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: What version release is this all available in? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: 8.5.1-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Is the Snapshot Policies independant to the SGC Policies? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: Snapshot policies are for the internal scheduler only on the VG snapshots.  SGC policies 

(today) handle external schedulers CSM/CDM/Sentinel. - 

 - 

 A: If you want to do external scheduling with VG Snapshots you do not need a Snapshot policy.-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: What version of code is VG Snapshots supported from?  

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: 8.5.1-  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: In the CLI, can you designate backup units in minutes? 

Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: No, minimum of 1 hour.- 

 - 

 A: You can scheduler in the minute range if you want in CSM...but as Byron is indicating you'll 

need to have the capacity to handle that. -  

________________________________________________________________ 

Q: Mention to submit an RFE for time improvement 



Priority: N/A- 

 - 

 A: thanks Brian - good reminder-  

________________________________________________________________ 


